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Library  and  Museum  receives 
gifts  from  Lincoln's  descendant 


The  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln 
Library  and  Museum  received  two  gifts 
recently  from  Robert  Lincoln 
Beckwith,  the  last  living  descendant  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


The  wicker  chair,  with  mother  of 
pearl  backing,  and  the  etched  crystal 
cordial  set,  with  its  rosewood  storage 
case,  will  become  center  pieces  for  a 
modified  White  House  display  in  the 
Museum.  According  to  Mark  Neely, 
Ph.D.,  Director  of  the  Library  and 
Museum,  "They  are  the  biggest  and 
best  items  from  Lincoln's  White  House 
years  which  are  owned  by  the 
Museum."  The  new  display  will  be 
unveiled  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

The  Sixteenth  President's  great- 
grandson  is  distributing  his  personal 
collection  of  Lincolniana  among  the 
various  museums  and  foundations 
devoted  to  President  Lincoln.  Dr. 
Neely,  said  the  chair  and  cordial  set 
were  probably  gifts  to  the  President 
while  he  was  in  the  White  House. 

According  to  Neely,  such  gifts  are 
easily  identified  since  the  furnishings  of 
the  White  House  provided  by  the 
government  must,  by  law,  remain  in 
the  President's  residence  when  he 
leaves  office.  The  fact  that  Mr. 
Beckwith  had  these  items  in  his 
personal  collection  indicates  they  were 
at  one  time  the  personal  property  of 
President  Lincoln. 

Neely's  theory  that  the  chair  and 
cordial  set  were  gifts  is  corroborated  by 
the  fact  that  President  Lincoln  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  did  not 


drink.  He  suggests,  however,  that  the 
couple  probably  used  the  cordial  set 
when  entertaining  guests  at  the  White 
House.  Neely  indicates  that  historians 
strive  to  trace  the  history  of  ownership 
as  closely  as  possible.  "The  fact  that 
these  items  came  directly  from 
Lincoln's  great-grandson  provides  a 
pretty  strong  case  as  to  their  origins 
and  authenticity." 
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to  President  Lincoln.  Dr.  Neely  said 
the  chair  and  cordial  set  presented 
were  probably  gifts  to  the  President 
while  he  was  in  the  White  House. 

According  to  Neely,  such  gifts  are 
easily  identified  since  the  furnish- 
ings of  the  White  House  provided  by 
the  government  must,  by  law,  re- 
main in  the  President's  residence 
when  he  leaves  office.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Beckwith  had  these  items  in  his 
personal  collection  indicates  they 
were  at  one  time  the  personal  prop- 
erty of  President  Lincoln. 

Neely's  theory  that  the  chair  and 
cordial  set  were  gifts  is  corrobo- 
rated by  the  fact  that  President  Lin- 
coln and  his  wife,  Mary  Todd  Lin- 
coln, did  not  drink.  He  suggests, 
however,  that  the  couple  probably 
used  the  cordial  set  when  entertain- 
ing guests  at  the  White  House. 
Neely  indicated  that  historians 
strive  to  trace  the  history  of  owner- 
ship as  closely  as  possible.  "The 
fact  that  these  items  came  directly 
from  Lincoln's  great-grandson  pro- 
vides a  pretty  strong  case  as  to  their 
origins  and  authenticity." 
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